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Abstract
Translation has been viewed in the light of two perspectives, the national and the global. From the
national perspective, scholars have stressed the contribution of translation to the development of
national cultures, languages and identities. From the global perspective, the emphasis has been on the
role of translation in the transnational movement of texts, peoples and ideas. These polarities are still
very present in the contemporary standoff between champions of national security on the one hand
(“Make America Great”) and proponents of open markets and open borders on the other. What I
would like to suggest in this lecture is that we move beyond the rival paradigms of Nation and Globe in
our exploration of translation studies and that we look more closely at the Earth paradigm. In other
words, what would translation studies look like if we were to literally bring it down to earth? What
does translation studies as a field of enquiry and practice have to say to the most important issue of
this century and beyond, environmental sustainability?
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